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Jones, recently Principal of the University College
of Wales, who had the amazing power of describing
the social and political life of ancient Greece or Rome
as if he had himself been present. It was a liberal
education to see him dive into some well-thumbed
edition of an author whose name one had never
heard, and produce the evidence as to, let us say, the
precise method of voting at a Roman election.

It was he who told me of the test propounded
for a man's fitness to read Greats, derived from the
German card game of Skat. The qualification was
to understand a rule of that game which, as I remem-
ber it, runs as follows: " You score your score in the
ordinary way, and then once again for every trump
in head sequence which you have or have not got/'
I must once have understood it, for I certainly read
Greats, but as certainly I do not understand it now.

But it was from Charles Cannan that my con-
temporaries and I received our real education. He
was a really great teacher, and though I was never
a good enough philosopher to profit by his profound
knowledge of Aristotle, I at any rate learnt how little
I knew in any real sense of the word. I well remem-
ber my first introduction to him as a tutor, when,
in a virtuous mood, I asked what I had better read
in the vacation after my Mods, examination. He
only said, " Read something you can't understand/*
I obeyed him by ploughing through Martineau's
Types of Ethical Theory, and I still possess the notes
I then made on Idiopsychological and Heteropsycho-